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the Swiss departments who had the most to gain from the
completion of the railway steadfastly refused to extend the
slightest assistance.
Matters reached a crisis. Either the money must be
found, or that already spent must lie buried in the moun-
tain. An International Conference was called to consider
the situation, where, as prominent cities and railways who
hoped to reap something from the completion of the tunnel
promised support, Germany, Switzerland and Italy agreed
to increase their subventions. Much of the projected work
originally contemplated was postponed indefinitely in order
to reduce the first cost.
This readjustment of the financial situation enabled work
to be resumed energetically. But Favre was harassed
sorely still. Payments for work became irregular, and
every possible obstacle that could be placed in his way
was forced to the front by intriguing opponents. Efforts
were made even to create a rupture between him and the
International Society, but Favre's unflagging perseverance
and determination resisted all such machinations, and he
plodded along resolutely.
However, these worries and his feverish anxiety to
succeed in his enterprise told upon his health. He never
lived to see his great achievement completed. On July 19,
1879, while inspecting the progress of the work at the
headings, he was seized with an apoplectic fit, to which he
succumbed in a few hours. Literally in harness, this
guiding spirit and clever engineer passed beyond the veil
when the tunnel, the crowning effort of his life, was rapidly
approaching completion.
His mantle fell upon his right-hand assistant, M. Hell-
wag, an accomplished German engineer, and he pushed
forward the scheme with an energy characteristic of his late
chief. But friction again rose. Swiss engineers were
jealous of this appointment, and at last in sheer disgust
the new engineer-in-chief threw up the work* He was
hounded from his post, despite the fact that on another
section of the railway he had overcome ingeniously the